


ASSITEJ ARTISTIC GATHERING

Marseille –  March 23 to 29, 2025

Jointly organized by Scènes d’enfance – ASSITEJ 
France, ASSITEJ International and the Massalia 
Theatre, the Bright Generations – Générations 
Lumineuses International Artistic Gathering was a 
flagship moment for the world’s young audience 
performing arts.

Event of historic significance, this edition celebrated 
the 60th anniversary of ASSITEJ International (an 
association born in France) by bringing together 
in Marseille hundreds of professionals from five 
continents to think together about the future of 
performative arts for children and youth.
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1 - AN UNPRECEDENTED INTERNATIONAL 
PARTICIPATION

For a week, Marseille became the focal point 
of the international community of the young 
audience show.

819 delegates from 65 countries were present on 
site, joined by 49 participants online representing 
21 other countries.

The presence of the 15 members of the 
International Executive Committee of ASSITEJ 
highlighted the importance of this edition, which 
has placed France at the heart of the global 
network of cultural and artistic cooperation.

These meetings provided a unique platform 
for intercultural dialogues, conducive to the 
emergence of joint projects, research initiatives 
and long-term collaborations.

2 - A RICH AND UNIFYING ARTISTIC PROGRAM

The artistic programming was one of the 
highlights of the meeting.
64 performances, led by 20 French and 
international companies, illustrated the vitality, 
diversity and quality of the live show for young 
audiences.
With 8,181 reservations and 1,975 children from 64 
classes, the event was able to unite both school 
audiences and individual spectators.

The seven partner venues of Marseille, the 
Massalia Theatre, KLAP Maison pour la danse, 
La Criée, Le ZEF, the Friche la Belle de Mai, the 
Théâtre Joliette and the Bernardines, have 
opened their doors to a plural program: theater, 
dance, puppetry, circus, object theatre and 
sensory performances.

Constant attention has been paid to accessibility, 
through bilingual shows, without speech, in French 
sign language, or adapted for early childhood.

3 - DENSE AND INSPIRING PROFESSIONAL 
MEETINGS

The professional component, with 74 meetings 
including 15 thematic workshops, provided 
a framework for in-depth reflection on major 
contemporary issues of the sector.

These exchanges addressed:

•	 cultural rights and artistic education,,
•	 international cooperation and the circulation 

of works,
•	 inclusive creation,
•	 the ecological transition,
•	 and the place of children and young people in 

governance and artistic creation.

These meetings gave rise to transversal and 



concrete exchanges, mixing artists, programmers, 
researchers, teachers and institutional 
representatives.

This programme has made it possible to forge 
lasting links between French regional networks 
and ASSITEJ networks in Africa, Latin America, 
Europe, Asia and the Pacific.

4 - KEY FEDERATORS MOMENTS 

The Opening Ceremony and the Fireflies Parade 
marked the spirits: 200 children participated in 
the making of 100 lanterns, accompanied by a 
concert of 50 mandolins and a great moment of 
conviviality around a shared soup.

These symbolic times have embodied the values 
of participation, inclusion and transmission that 
underpin the approach of ASSITEJ.

In the evening moments of conviviality (on 
average 2 per day) allowed to strengthen the 
interknowledge of the participants and thus 
reinforce the partnership possibility.

5 - THE DECISIVE INVESTMENT OF INSTITUTIONAL 
PARTNERS

The success of Bright Generations is also based 
on the strong commitment of institutional and 

cultural partners. (see list)

The project was supported by:

•	 the Ministry of Culture (DGCA), a long-
standing partner of the young public sector,

•	 the City of Marseille, which hosted and 
accompanied the event at several cultural 
sites,

•	 The Sud Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur Region,
•	 The Aix, Marseille, Provence Metropole
•	 The Bouches-du-Rhône Departement,
•	 Babel, Creating Cultural Equity a Europe 

Creative project,
•	 The French Institute,
•	 The ONDA,
•	 The SACD,
•	 ARTCENA,
•	 Tréteaux de France CDN,
•	 as well as by several foreign cultural institutes 

and international professional networks 
related to ASSITEJ.

These partners have enabled the mobilization 
of considerable logistical, technical and human 
resources, but also essential political support, 
affirming the recognition of performing arts for 
children and youth as a pillar of contemporary 
cultural policies.

Their support has ensured the international 
dimension, the quality of reception by the 
delegations, and the enhancement of the French 



creative heritage on the world stage.

6 - AN EXEMPLARY AND COLLECTIVE 
ORGANIZATION

The coordination of the teams from Scènes 
d’enfance – ASSITEJ France, ASSITEJ International 
and Massalia Theatre was based on long-term 
collective work, begun in 2018, for the team from 
Scènes d’enfance – ASSITEJ France.

52 technicians, 19 volunteers and the teams from 
the seven partner sites mobilized to guarantee 
a warm and professional welcome to more than 
800 participants.

This synergy between cultural actors, 
communities and institutions illustrates the 
exemplary cooperation capacity of the young 
public sector.

7 - A PROMISING GATHERING

Beyond the figures, Bright Generations – 
Générations Lumineuses was able to give 
substance to a global movement of hope and 
cooperation.

She demonstrated that live performance, in its 
diversity, remains an essential tool for dialogue, 
resilience and citizenship education.

This Marseille edition, celebrating sixty years of 
shared history, has mapped out the contours of a 
common future between artists, institutions and 
young generations.

8 - BRIGHT GENERATIONS FINANCIAL REPORT

The budgetary management of the event was 
complex, but the outcome is positive since the 
event ends with a profit. This is due to the very 
prudent management imposed by late grant 
responses and some setbacks in this area, as 
well as higher than expected ticket receipts 
(professional and public) due to the large number 
of participants.

Prudent management has resulted in cost control 
on the programming and hosting of events in 
particular. The total amount of programming 
expenses is barely higher than €190,000 whereas 
the estimated amount was around €235,000. 



Similarly, some of the professional program’s 
reception and hospitality fees have been revised 
downwards.

The final budget of Bright Generations was 
811 170 €, when the initial estimate was of 
941 670 €. 

The event was funded up to:

• 43% by public subsidies

• 10% through the ticket office

• 5% by the contribution of the partner cultural 
venues

• 4% by a cash contribution from the Théâtre 
Massalia,

• 28% through the mobilization of human 
resources from the two organizing structures.

The remaining 10% comes from contributions
various (ASSITEJ International, European project
BABEL, Institut Français, ONDA).

CONCLUSION

Bright Generations has established itself as a 
reference edition today, both in terms of its size, 
organization and symbolic significance.

It has strengthened the international network 
of ASSITEJ, promoted the creation of young 
French audiences and consolidated the dialogue 
between cultural policies and actors in the field.

This collective success attests that together, the 
living arts for, with and by children and young 
people can continue to light up the world.



THE TEAMS INVOLVED IN THE PROJECT

Scènes d’enfance – ASSITEJ France : Estelle Picot 
Derquenne, Pauline Duquesne, Gaël Hubert-
Blanchard, Elisa Guerin, Lucile Rigault, Fanny 
Spiess, Clémence Caux, Michaël Cros.

Massalia Theatre : Emilie Robert, Pascale 
Souteyrand, Sabine Liautaud, Fanette Therme, 
Oriane Boutet, Jérémy Gautier, Camille Vautrin, 
Corinne Nobileau, Camille Ildevert, Eric Paté, 
Jeanne Gadiollet, Jodie Mougnard, Ousmane 
Bouare, Lucas Vautrin, Pablo Hassani.

ASSITEJ international : Louis Valente, Chris Blois-
Brooke, Marissa Garay.

The administrative and technical teams of the 
7 locations in Marseille as well as their 28 host 
services.

52 technicians mobilized on the Friche.

19 volunteers.

And all the members of the Board of Directors 
of Scènes d’enfance - ASSITEJ France, from the 
Massalia Theatre, from the executive committee 
of ASSITEJ international.

Everyone who contributed to the success of this 
project, shaped, imagined, designed collectively 
since 2018.

KEY FIGURES

819 delegates present from 65 countries

49 delegates connected online from 21 countries

15 members of the Executive Committee 
international of the ASSITEJ

64 performances, 20 companies 
French and international

Shows : 8,181 reservations including 1,975 children 
(64 classes)

59 professional meetings (2,232 reservations) 

15 workshops (358 réservations)

7 partner venues in Marseille

52 technicians and 19 volunteers mobilized
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