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ASSITEJ Serbia’s long-lasting wish to introduce our world-
wide TYA colleagues to culture for children and youth in
our country and put the south-eastern part of Europe into
the spotlight, presented a challenge: creating a tailor-made
festival geared up to host an immense and significant
International event.

This challenge became our motivation, a driving force that
led us to create a wonderful thing for our national TYA
scene: to launch the first ASSITEJ National TYA Festival in
Serbia “Festival Asiteza Srbije FAS"” in 2019.

Building upon our experience fueled by fantastic energy,
creativity and well-tuned program, we are looking forward
to share the excitement of the special 5th FAS edition,
marking the 20th anniversary of ASSITEJ Serbia, as a
platform for a word-wide TYA Artistic Gathering in 2023.
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A MEETING POINT & A CROSSROADS

With our Balkan region positioned in the very core of the
Mediterranean Europe, we have been at the crossroads of
empires, kingdoms, religions and migrations throughout
the history. As a result, we learned to perceive the
crossroads as an advantage, both a challenge and an
asset.

Even today, the people fleeing from the East
travel through Serbia as the only land route
available towards the West. The Crossroads
as a place of continuous motion at the same
time represents a meeting point, a place of
meeting and exchange of various goods, a
link of different cultures, views and
traditions.

This south-eastern part of Europe
encompasses the most valuable essence of
(central) European culture, the values of
justice and human rights, the right to
express one’s own opinions and views, along
with its well-known tradition of hospitality.

A melting-pot of various culture, schools of
thought and perceptions of the future, it is
also a natural stronghold of the struggle for
tolerance and solidarity.



REGION IN THE FOCUS

We cherish the importance of connecting the
countries in the region in all of its forms and
through various channels of activities.

With the aim of gathering national ASSITEJ
centers from the region, ASSITEJ Serbia
launched the Europe 8+ platform, and
continued to actively support further
establishment of new national centers across
the region.

Hosting the ASSITEJ Artistic Gathering would offer a
unique opportunity to gather world-wide support of
ASSITEJ International, and TYA community, artists and
practitioners, for substantial strengthening of our regional
network as well as national centers from the region, through
capacity building, knowledge and artistic exchange.

In addition to boosting our regional cooperation, we strive
to increase the visibility of and appreciation for the richness
and variety of our common cultural space, and share all its
diversity and peculiarities with you in the framework of the
ASSITEJ Artistic Gathering 2023 in Belgrade.

The privilege of organizing this exceptional event in our
region offers us a unique chance to invite you to discover
this part of Europe and the globe, with its distinctive
characteristics, contradictions and perspectives shaped by
the turbulent history and variety of influences from which
its vibrant multicultural present developed, filled with
energy, surprise and charm.



our motivation

THE RIGHT
TO ART AND
QUALITY
CHILDHOOD
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We want to be brave and call for a joint fight against the terror of fear
that is taking over today’s world.

We wish to generate creativity, energy and inspiration in order to
bolster the strive for a good future, to create a common vision and
foster the culture of unity and positivity.

We want to challenge the neglect of children’s right to experience
and participate in art.

We wish to provide hope for our children and young audience at a
time when fear, lethargy, uncertainty and divisions prevail.

We strive to encourage them, give them the opportunity to engage
and take action for a prosperous future.



ASSITEJ center Serbia is one of the most active
centers In the region, devoted to supporting,
gathering and cooperating with other national
centers through the region.

We believe that hosting the ASSITEJ Artistic
Gathering in the heart of the Balkans would be
highly beneficial for the ASSITEJ network in the
region, as a chance to put the spotlight on the
rich and diverse TYA scene developing in this
part of Europe.

our motivation

We wish to present the abundance of networks
carefully fostered throughout the region,
Illustrating the potential of culture and arts In
establishing good neighborly relations, overcoming
animosities and replacing prejudices with
collaboration of caring and safe communities.



Putting TYA in the public eye through the week-long
international gathering of artists in Serbia will foster new
energy and support for initiating the long-awaited
Institutionalization of synergy between education and
culture, with the support of two natural partners in this
endeavor - the ministries in charge of education and
culture.

As the ASSITEJ Artistic Gathering in Serbia opening will
take place on May 21st - World Day for Cultural Diversity
for Dialogue and Development, it will introduce the topic of
cultural diversity as focus of the Gathering.The protection
of cultural diversity, which is, in the time being, an ethical
Imperative, inseparable from respect for human dignity,
human rights and freedom, is the starting point and the
inspiration of AAG 2023. Official program will start with the
conference on diverse artistic expressions and the potential
they bring out, more specifically diversity in performing arts
and art education for children and young people. The city
of Belgrade, as the host, is considered to be itself, a
historical loop of cultures. The conference will take place
under the auspices of the Serbian National Commission for

UNESCO.



our motivation

NEXT
GENERATION:
DRIVERS OF
DEVELOPMENT

We wish to use the unique opportunity of hosting
the ASSITEJ Artistic Gathering to introduce and
support the new generation of TYA professionals
and artists from Serbia and the region gathered
within the residential Next Generation program.
The Next Generation brings us the new drivers of
development, with fresh ideas and creative
perspectives, building upon joint values promoted
by the ASSITEJ community, ready to engage in
iImproving the culture for children and youth.




In the framework of the programmes created
over the past 10 years, ASSITEJ Serbia
placed a particular focus ‘on developing
capacities of young professionals, providing
them with opportunities and support to
engage and participate in our work.

Our efforts and trust have been rewarded
with a remarkable generation of emerging
young professionals, artists, producers and
activists in the civil sector, who have already
been recognized in the domestic and regional
TYA community.




our artistic aims

To provide a performing arts festival of high artistic quality, showcasing the
cutting-edge production of South-eastern European TYA scene, as well as from
around the world.

To offer an inspiring platform for artists across generations to meet, exchange
latest world-wide common experiences, reflect on the latest knowledge and
achievements in the theory and practice of modern trends in TYA, and raise issues
relevant to further artistic development.

To put the focus on visual arts and new technologies in TYA by presenting and
discussing a variety of opportunities for the professional development of all actors
in the field of the performing arts.

To bring together leading thinkers, practitioners, artists, as well as teachers and
educators, and encourage them to create cross-cutting programs connecting
education and culture, as well as to use the ASSITEJ Serbia Festival as the
platform for gaining new knowledge, contacts and inspiration.

To speak up about the role and importance of culture in today’s society, marked
by crises of values, commercialization and terror of fear.






>35> our proposal: fas 2023 "jump in" program

Festival ASSITEJ Serbia (FAS) it the national festival of all ASSITEJ Serbia members, designed to foster
various theatre practices and artistic expressions, poetics and opinions, with the aim to show-case the
best productions of the year. Every year, the festival has a different Host - an institution or an
organization that is a member of ASSITEJ which provide the venue, technical means and everything
required for hosting the participating shows.

The institution of a Selector does not exist; instead, ASSITEJ recommends each member to take part in
the Festival with one production of their choice.

The jury of professionals encompasses a representative of each organization whose production is taking
part in the Festival, with the number of members that equals the number of productions show-cased.

The fifth edition of FAS will be tailor-made to fit the requirements of the ASSITEJ Artistic Gathering
2023, with three program lines presenting a selection of the finest national productions, the best choice
of productions from Southeastern Europe, and cutting-edge production from the international scene.
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ENGAGEMENT AND
CONTRIBUTION OF THE
WHOLE BALKANS REGION

Former Yugoslavia was one of the countries co-
founding the ASSITEJ International more than five
decades ago. Despite the fact that individuals,
Institutions, organizations, and policies in the field
of theatre for children and youth have been working
hard in this region since the sixties, an event of this
size and significance was never held here. We are
now ready and more than happy to welcome it.
Today, Belgrade is undoubtedly a cultural and social
center of the region of South Eastern Europe -
Balkans - former Yugoslavia, or however we choose
to call it. Our strategy in organizing AAG 2023 is
exactly to make space for the whole region to take

part and have AAG contribute to the development
of not only Serbian, but the regional scene as well..




